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THE COVER
We thank Philippe Roca for our cover photograph of the Black-
throated Gray Warbler, an unusual visitor to the Lexington area in De
cember. (Plus-X film, Nikon F3, 300 mm lens, 250/8).
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THAYER'S GULL IN KENTUCKY
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.
Little known and difficult to identify, the Thayer's Gull (Larus
thayeri) has received only modest attention since the time it was accepted
as a full species by the A.O.U. (1973). The species was first knowingly
observed in Kentucky on 15 December 1967 when Able (1968) observed
and subsequently collected an immature at Kentucky Dam. Between 1967
and 1981 the species was not conclusively reported from the state, how
ever, beginning in the fall of 1981, numerous sightings have been made,
and the Thayer's Gull has now been documented as a rare to uncommon
transient and winter resident in at least a part of the state.
Throughout its checkered taxonomic history, the "Thayer's" Gull has
been regarded at one time or another as a subspecies of the Iceland Gull,
a subspecies of the Herring Gull, a hybrid form between the two, and
presently a full species distinct from both. It is apparent that the true
taxonomic status of the Thayer's Gull is yet to be resolved, and in the
future it is quite possible that the Thayer's Gull will once again be
classified as a subspecies of the Iceland Gull.
While the taxonomic and identification problems of the Thayer's Gull
are complex, criteria for identifying the species have now been fairly well
summarized in two published articles by Gosselin and David (1975) and
Lehman (1980). Generally, the Thayer's Gull looks like a Herring Gull
with light wing-tips; lighter brown in immature plumages, more extensive
white in adults. Unfortunately, few of the characters readily observable in
the field that are used to identify the species are definitive. Most involve
relative sizes, patterns and tones of color. The best field characters of red
dish eye-ring and dark iris can be viewed only at very close range and per
tain to adult birds. For these reasons, not all birds can be safely separated
from Herring and Iceland gulls, and observers should be cautious when iden
tifying the species. There is no doubt that the experience gained by observ
ing numbers of Thayer's Gulls in the company of birders who know how to
identify the species in areas where they occur in greater numbers is an
invaluable tool in learning to recog^nize the species.
The Thayer's Gull nests locally along the mainland coast and islands
of the high Canadian Arctic between western Greenland and the Northwest
Territories. In fall, most birds move southwest to the northern Pacific coast
while a small portion of the population appears to move southeast and
south to the northeastern U.S., eastern Canada, the Great Lakes and the
Mississippi Valley. In the eastern U.S. the species is most numerous in
winter on the eastern Great Lakes where up to twenty or more may be
seen in a single day. Elsewhere, the species seems to be a very rare to
uncommon, but regular, winter visitor in small numbers, accompanying the
large groups of Herring Gulls in their movements to the south. The species
has now been observed down the Atlantic coast as far as Maryland, and
along the Gulf coast from west central Florida to Texas.
Regionally, Thayer's Gull is known only from Lake Erie in Ohio
and records are chiefly from along Lake Michigan in Indiana, except for
a few reports in the southern part of the state including the Indiana portion
of the Falls of the Ohio. In Illinois Thayer's Gull is more widespread,
occurring regularly on both Lake Michigan and the Mississippi River near
Alton, as well as along the Illinois River and scattered reservoirs in the
central and southern portions of the state. Thayer's Gull has not been
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recorded in Tennessee, however, the occasional occurrence of this species
on the larger lakes and rivers, especially in west Tennessee, is to he
expected.
In Kentucky, Thayer's Gull appears to be regular in occurrence only
near the confluence of the Tennessee and Cumberland rivers with the Ohio,
where large dains provide an abundance of food for the gulls. Kentucky
Dam on the lower Tennessee River, Barkley Dam on the lower Cumber
land River and Smithland Dam on the lower Ohio River appear to attract
at least small numbers of Thayer's Gulls every winter. Being most num
erous during extremely cold mid-winter weather, up to approximately a
dozen individuals have been observed in a single day around the dams.
Throughout the remainder of the state Thayer's Gull has been reported
from only the Ohio River at or near Louisville, almost exclusively at the
Falls of the Ohio.'
The species' occurrence in Kentucky is probably similar to the Herring
Gull with which it appears to associate in seasonal movements. The first
fall birds may be expected to arrive in early November, with maximum
normal numbers probably reached by early to mid-January. Extremely cold
weather can bring in an influx of birds that may remain for a few weeks,
but with the onset of warmer weather, numbers appear to decline rapidly
by the first part of March, and the latest spring sightings have been in
early April.
- At Kentucky, Barkley and Smithland dams, Thayer's Gulls have been
observed during each winter since 1981-82. The largest numbers were ob
served in January and February of 1982 and 1985 when extremely cold
weather forced large numbers of Herring Gulls to move further south than
usual. During these years. Herring and Thayer's Gulls were reported to be
less numerous than normal in their overwintering areas in Indiana and
Illinois, indicating that our Thayer's probably came from these areas. In
the mid-winter of 1983, 1984 and 1986, fewer were observed in western
Kentucky, but were still present even though the state experienced no
extended periods of abnormally cold weather.
At Louisville, Thayer's Gull has been observed three times since the
initial observation during the winter.of 1981-82. A first year immature
was observed 8-11 November 1984 and adults on 21 January 1985 and 10-12
April 1986. While it is possible that Thayer's Gull occurs at the Falls of the
Ohio every year as a transient and/or winter resident, its occurrence is
probably not to be expected in other localities in central and eastern
Kentucky except occasionally along other portions of the Ohio River.
Like all gulls, Thayer's progresses through a series of plumages as
individuals become adults. Although first-year immatures and adults pre
dominate, bjrds in both second- and third-winter plumages have been ob
served. Although the first-year birds seems to be more numerous than
adults, it is the first-year plumage that is slightly more noticeable in the
field, and the frequency of observation may not'represent a greater abun
dance. The less numerous second-and-third-year birds are not as well
known, but have been observed on several occasions at the dams in western
Kentucky when large numbers of Herring Gulls were present.
It appears that while a majority of wintering Thayer's Gulls in the
eastern U.S. remain on the Great Lakes, small numbers regularly come
further south following the larger numbers of Herring Gulls. It seems
that the birds move along the larger rivers within the Mississippi Valley,
following them to favorable feeding areas, thus explaining the species
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distributional pattern in Kentucky and nearby states. Interestingly, while
Thayer's Gull now appears to be regular in occurrence in Kentucky, its
closely related northern cousin, the Iceland Gull, has proven to be extremely
rare. Only one fully documented sighting of this northern species has been
made in the 1980's in the state, and observations from the midwestern states
indicate that the Thayer's Gull outnumbers the Iceland Gull by more than
5:1 on the western Great Lakes and by 15-20:1 in the Mississippi and
Ohio valleys.
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THE FALL MIGRATION SEASON, 1986
Anne L. Stamm
The weather pattern of the fall season of 1986 was, for the most part,
dry, mild and warm; little rainfall until November. In the early part of
the season the lack of strong cold fronts and warm weather caused ob
servers to find migration somewhat disappointing, although some warblers
filtered through. Beginning in October, however, much excitement was
created when numbers of Winter Wrens and White-throated Sparrows
appeared in Louisville Parks. Cold fronts in late October and early No
vember brought some duck flights and started the southward movement of
Sandhill Cranes.
The hawk migration seems to have been missed, although some good
and interesting records of various species were noted. Careful field work
produced interesting observations of gulls. Blackbirds arrived by the
thousands in the Fern Creek area in November.
Some rarities occurred late in the season and made birding exciting.
The bird of the season, of course, was the Black-throated Gray Warbler,
found in Lexington Cemetery by Brad Andres. The Ross' Goose found in
Ballard County by Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. was also noteworthy. Earlier
in the season Franklin's Gull established the state's earliest record. Another
bird of interest was the Yellow Rail in Henderson County documented by
Doxie Noonan and Cathy Justis.
From various parts of the state came reports of birds remaining be
yond normal departure dates, especially warblers.
Abbreviations — BWMA = Ballard Waterfowl Management Area,
Ballard County; BBC = Beckham Bird Club; FCRA = Fishing Creek
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Recreational Area, Pulaski County; KOS = Kentucky Ornithological So
ciety; KDFWS = Kentucky Department Fish and Wildlife Service; Reel-
foot NWR = Reelfoot National Wildlife Refuge, Fulton County; SWMA =
Sauerheber Wildlife Management Area, Henderson County.
Loons through Cormorants — A fairly early Common Loon arrived at
FCRA, Pulaski County, September 27 (JEl). The main flight came through
in November, but in small numbers, with a high of 40 birds at Cave Run
Lake, November 29 (BA) and 30 at Dale Hollow Lake, November 30 (RS).
There was a fair migration of Homed Grebes with the largest concen
tration of 200 in scattered groups along the Ohio River at Louisville on
November 3 (BPB); 75 at Cave Run Lake, .November 29 (BA) and smaller
groups in other areas during November. Pied-billed Grebes were widely
reported but few large groups developed. The largest group totaled 103
at Lake Pewee, Hopkins County, October 20 (JH). A Red-necked Grebe was
reported above Lake Barkley Dam, November 29 (BPB, LR, DN, D. Ebel);
and a probable immature at Owsley Fork Lake, Jackson County, October
16 (AR, TR). A White Pelican was seen at Taylorsville Lake on August 8
by Charles Roth {fide BPB), August 11 (BPB), and August 13 (BBC);
another at Corinth Lake in late October (RM); and one over the Ohio
River at Fourth Street, Louisville, November 10 (JC). Double-crested
Cormorants were found in eight locations in numbers from one to ten
(m.ob.).
Herons — Two Least Bitterns were noted at the SWMA, Henderson
County, September 7 (BPB, R. Cassel); no other bitterns reported. Great
est concentrations of Great Blue Herons included 107 at Silo Overlook,
October 5, (S, DS, FS); 68 at Jonathan Creek, Calloway County, October
29 (MM), 45 November 30 (CP, MM); 65 at Lake #9, August 31 (BPB)
and at Lake Barkley up to 50, November 29 (DN, J. R. Noonan); also
reported at five other locations (m.ob.).
Great Egrets were reported from Ballard County to Spencer County
at eight locations with the greatest number — 17 — at Lake #9 (CP);
late stragglers included five at Lake Pewee, October 2 (JH), two at Smith-
land Dam, October 5 (BPB) and three at Jonathan Creek on October 26
(MM). The only report of the Snowy Egret was at BWMA, August 31
(BPB). A few Little Blue Herons were seen near the Mississippi River in
Ballard and Fulton Counties, August 2 and 5 (CP); three immatures at
BWMA and 25 at Swan Lake, Ballard County, August 31 (BPB). Single
Cattle Egrets were present at SWMA, August 31 (BPB), Simcoe Lane,
Louisville, November 2 (BM, M. Monroe); Mayfair Basins, Louisville,
November 8 (JK); 37 in a field with cattle, east of Bardwell and 35-40
along the Mississippi, Carlisle County, September 21 (BPB). Green-backed
Herons were scarce, latest report at Big Pond Sanctuary, Grayson County,
October 19 (KC). Black-crowned Night Herons left early and were re
ported in low numbers; 22 at Falls of the Ohio, September 4 (DS) with 30
as the maximum there during August and September (BPB). Interesting
records included an adult at Taylorsville Lake, August 11 (BPB) and two
immatures at Green River Lake, Taylor County, September 14 (S, DS, FS).
Waterfowl — Two Tundra Swans and three White-fronted Geese were
present at BWMA, November 30 (CW, BPB, LR, D. Ebel). A concentration
of 9,000 Snow Geese was noted at BWMA by November 30 with 60% in
white phase and 40% blue (CW). A Ross' Goose was discovered among the
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Snow Geese, November 29 (BPB, LR, D. Ebel). Canada Geese were re
ported in small numbers at Freeman Lake, Elizabethtown (DS), Lake
Pewee (JH), Glasgow (RS), but 15,000 had reached'BWMA by November
30 (CW). The waterfowl migration was rather late. Many observers felt
the majority of ducks were still in the north due to the mild fall. Only 7,000
ducks had reached BWMA by November 30, according to Charles Wilkins,
manager at BWMA. Fair numbers of dabbling ducks, however, were on
schedule: 50 Wood Ducks and 50 Green-winged Teal returned to SWMA,
September 7 (BPB). Twenty-five Black Ducks were seen along the Ohio
River and at Mayfair Basins, November 8 (JP, BBC); about 150 at Cave
Hill Cemetery Lake in early November (S, FS). It was surprising that in
a flock of almost 800 ducks and coots on Freeman Lake, November 29, no
Black Ducks were seen (DS). This species has shown a decided decrease in
recent years. Mallards seemed to be in fair numbers. Largest concentrations
of Blue-winged Teal included 400 at SWMA, September "7 (BPB, R.
Cassel); and 100 at Jonathan Creek, October 5 (KOS). Northern Shovelers
were reported from seven locations, but in low numbers. The 24 birds at
Lake #9 was the highest number reported- (BPB). Gadwalls were late in
arriving and first reported at Lake Pewee, November 1 (JH) and 150 had
gathered at BWMA by November 30 (BPB, LR, D. Ebel). Twenty American
Wigeon were present at SWMA, October 5 (BPB), five at Lake Pewee,
October 11 (JH), 16 at Owsley Fork Lake, October 11 (AR), 10 at Louis
ville, November 3 and about 75 at BWMA, November 30 (BPB et al.).
Canvasbacks were scarce, but most diving ducks were in fair numbers.
Redheads are usually present in low numbers, but 100 plus were noted at
Waitsboro Recreational Area, Pulaski County, November 11 (JEI); also at
five other locations with only one to 18 birds. Ring-necked Ducks reached
a maximum of 500 at Lake Pewee, November 17 (JH). Six Greater Scaup
were with a flock of Lessers at Markland Dam, November 2 (DN) while
eight were seen at Louisville the following day (BPB). Lesser Scaup
passed through the Louisville area in fair numbers (200-750) the first
week of November (BM, BPB, DN, LR). Three Surf Scoters returned to
Louisville, November 3, two on November 14 (BPB) and a White-winged
on November 7 (DN). Bufflehead Ducks were reported from six locations
with flocks of only 22 and 25 birds. Maximum counts of Hooded Mergansers
included 200-(- at Lake Barkley, November 29 (DN, J. R. Noonan) and 100
at Clark'Fish Hatchery, Rowan County, November 29 (BA); six to 30 in
scattered flocks in the Louisville area from November 3 to 6 (JK, BPB);
six at Lake Pewee (JH). Three Common Mergansers in heavy molt were
observed on a bar in Lake Barkley at Kuttawa on the early date of Sep
tember 1 (BPB). Red-breasted Mergansers are seldom found on the Cum
berland Plateau, but a concentration of 500 was noted at (jave Run Lake,
Rowan County, November 29 (BA). Ruddy Ducks were found in small
numbers at Freeman Lake (DS), Mayfair Basins, (JP, BBC). Lake Pewee
with a high of 77 (JH) and a total of 100 in scattered flocks along the
Ohio River at Louisville, November 3 (BPB).
Hawks through Cranes — About 30 Turkey Vultures were observed
going to a roost at dusk at Green River Lake State Park, September 13
(S, DS, FS). Ospreys were widespread and present in 11 locations from
Fulton and Livingston Counties in the western part of the state to Boone
in the north and east to Rockcastle County (m.ob.). All records were of
single birds with the exception of three at Falls of the Ohio and FCRA,
Pulaski County. The eight Mississippi Kites near Lake #9, Fulton County
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on August 5 were probably moving southward (CP, MM, J. T. Erwin). A
few Bald Eagles returned in September: one at Holmes Bend, Green
River Lake area on the early date of September 14 (S, DS, FS) and one
at Lake #9 on September 20 (BPB). Twelve Bald Eagles had reached
BWMA by November 30 (CW) and 18 (three of them immatures) were
observed at Dale Hollow Lake on the same date (RS et al.); four immatures
at Lake Barkley on November 29 (DN, J. R. Noonan); also recorded at
Cave Run Lake (FB). Joan Noel reported an adult Bald Eagle feeding on
a duck at Freeman Lake, November 20. A nest was built by a pair of Bald
Eagles at BWMA m spring of 1986, but no eggs were laid (CW); a pair of
adults was frequenting the old nest and moving sticks about on November
13 (L. Andrews fide BPB, CW). Northern Harriers were scarce, only three
reports of single birds. No sizeable flocks of Sharp-shinned or Cooper's
Hawks were reported, although Cooper's (in numbers from one to four)
were recorded at nine locations (WB, DS, LMc, JEl, BPB) and at least
four birds were immatures. In addition to the above birds, a Cooper's was
noted perched on a woodpile, eating its prey, in the writer's yard (FS).
There were eight reports of the Rough-legged Hawk, most of them in the
light phase (m.ob.). Members of the Beckham Bird Club observed the rare
Merlin on the Surrey Hill Farm, October 26, while on a scheduled field
trip (two documentations — DN, BPB, BBC). There was a sharp increase
in the number of Peregrine Falcons reported and they were observed from
August 5 through November 9 at the following locations: Lake #9, Silo
Overlook, Rough River area. Falls of the Ohio, Freeman Lake, east Louis
ville, western Franklin County, and downtown Frankfort (m.ob.). Only
one bird at the Falls of the Ohio was reported wearing a band. The Yellow
Rail, an extremely rare fall transient, flushed and documented at SWMA,
October 12 was noteworthy (DN, C. Justis). Rails were rather unusual at
SWMA where three Virginia Rails were noted on October 19 (DN, BPB,
C. Justis); and a peak of 60 Soras on September 7 (BPB). The two Common
Moorhens at Owsley Fork Lake on October 29 were of special interest (AR,
TR). Noteworthy concentrations of American Coots included 2,115 at Lake
Pewee, November 22 (JH), 600 at Freeman Lake, November 29 (DS), and
about 500 in scattered flocks at Louisville, November 3 (BPB). Large
flocks of migrant Sandhill Cranes passed over Kentucky during the month
of November with the greatest number on November 9 when hundreds were
observed in Jefferson, Franklin, Oldham and Shelby Counties; hundreds
also in Fa'yette County on November 13 and in Barren County, November
14 with smaller numbers in Hart and Ballard Counties (m.ob.).
Shorebirds — Comments on shorebird migration varied depending on
suitable habitat, but best concentrations, as usual, were in western Ken
tucky. Despite the mild fall most shorebirds did not linger late in the
season. Killdeers peaked at the Falls of the Ohio on September 10 with
225 birds (BPB). Golden and Black-bellied Plovers were scarce: singles of
each species were reported at the Falls of the Ohio (LR, BPB, respectively).
A single Piping Plover was seen at Jonathan Creek on October 4 (KOS)
and was the only one reported. A single American Avocet appeared at the
Falls of the Ohio on August 4 (LR, JK), August 11 (JK), three on Sep
tember 25 (LR) and one at Jonathan Creek, October 7 (MM). Greater and
Lesser Yellow-legs were scarce, but singles of the former species lingered
at Mayfair Basins until November 9 (JK) and at Reformatory Lake near
Buckner, Oldham County, November 16 (BPB). A single Red Knot in
juvenile plumage was seen at the Falls of the Ohio'on August 24 (BPB,
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DS), September 2 and 3 and on September 10 (BPB). Five Sanderlings
were present at Smithland Dam, October 5 (BPB, D. Ebel). Seventy-five
Semipalmated Sandpipers and 30 Western Sandpipers were on Mississippi
River sandbars, Carlisle County, on August 31 (BPB); fifty of the former
species and 12 of the latter were observed at Lake #9, October 4 (BPB).
Five Western Sandpipers were observed at Jonathan Creek, Octbober 5
(KOS) and one at FCRA, September 25-27 (JEl). One thousand peeps
were present at Lake #9 on October 4 with at least 750 of them Least
Sandpipers (BPB) and it500 there on October 21 (CP). A few Baird's
Sandpipers made their appearance: one to three at the Falls of the Ohio,
one in Carlisle County, and two at Lake #9 (BPB); seven at Jonathan
Creek (LMc, KOS). A single Pectoral Sandpiper returned to the Falls of
the Ohio, August 5 (S, FS), but numbers peaked at 35 on August 13 (LR)
and September 10 (BPB). Dunlin were in low numbers: three at SWMA,
October 19 (BPB), two at FCRA, October 22-27 (JEl), twenty birds was
the high at Jonathan Creek (MM) and a high count of 15 at Falls of the
Ohio, October 27 (DN). One to two Stilt Sandpipers were at Jonathan
Creek from August 30 to October 19 (MM); one at SWMA, October 19
(BPB) and a high count of 30 birds at Lake #9, October 4 (BPB). Buff-
breasted Sandpipers were scarce: singles at Falls of the Ohio, September
10 and 16, probably the same bird (BPB). One to five Short-billed Dow-
itchers were present at Lake #9 from Augrust 31 - September 20; two Long-
billed were at Jonathan Creek, October 4 (BPB, KOS) and six at Lake #9,
call notes heard for all birds (BPB). Common Snipe were recorded in low
numbers at seven locations with the earliest on August 23 at the Falls of
the Ohio (BPB); singles also at Lentz's Pond, September 14 (LR), FCRA,
September 26 (JEl). Jonathan Creek, October 5 (BPB); six at SWMA,
August 30 (BPB, C. Justis), five at Campbellsville Reservoir, October 11
(JEl), but three as late as November 28 at Lake Pewee (JH) and four at
Clark Fish Hatchery, November 29 (BA). A single Wilson's Phalarope at
Jonathan Creek, August 30, was the only one reported (CP, MM).
Gulls through Tems — Three first-year Laughing Gulls were observed
above Kentucky Dam on October 25 (BPB, D. Ebel). In recent years this
species has become a rare, but a regular vagrant along the Ohio River and
at the dams in western Kentucky. There were seven records of Franklin's
Gull, a rare transient in Kentucky. A single bird, fully documented, at
Hamlin Island, Calloway County, August 9 was unusually early and es
tablished an early state date (MM, J. Erwin); other Frankin's included
singles above Barkley Dam, September 30 (BPB), October 3 (MF), Jon
athan Creek, October 5 (KOS); Boyd's Landing on North Lake Barkley,
October 5 and four there on October 25 and three November 9 (BPB). The
only concentration of Bonaparte's Gulls occurred at Jonathan Creek, No
vember 30 with ± 100 birds (CP). About 30-35 were reported at Lake
Barkley, November 29 (DN, BPB); three at Waitsboro Recreational Area,
November 14 (JEl) and one at Clark Fish Hatchery, November 29 (BA).
Eight Ring-billed Gulls were present at Kentucky Lake on August 12 (MM,
CP), but numbers built up to 200 by November 8-9 (BPB); 180 had
reached Barkley Dam by September 1, but some 2000 to 2500 were at
Barkley and Kentucky Lakes on November 29 (BPB, DN); 300 at Smith-
land Dam, November 9 (BPB) and a high count of 166 at the Falls of the
Ohio (DS). Herring Gulls also arrived at the above dams in western
Kentucky, but in low numbers, the high count being 50 each at northern
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Lake Barkley and northern Kentucky Lake on November 29 (BPB); one at
Jonathan Creek (CP); 10 at the Falls of the Ohio, November 22 (DS).
Caspian Terns arrived in small numbers and were present at the fol
lowing locations; Hamlin Island (MM, CP), Smithland Dam (BPB), Falls
of the Ohio (BPB, LR, JK), Taylorsville Lake (K. Prather fide BPB), and
FCRA (JEl). Only one to four Common Terns were reported: at Smith-
land Dam, Kentucky Dam (BPB, D. Ebel); Falls of the Ohio (LR); and
Green River Lake area (S. FS, DS). Fair numbers of Forster's Terns
were present with 50 at Boyd's Landing along northern Lake Barkley
and 25 at Lake Barkley at Kuttawa, October 5 (BPB); six at Louisville,
September 24 (LR); one at Newburgh, Henderson County, September 7
and one still present at Kuttawa, November 29 (BPB). Twelve Least Terns
were observed at Lake #9 on August 5 (CP, MM, J. T. Erwin), three
juveniles there August 31 (BPB); seven at Hamlin Islands, August 12
(MM); 10 in Carlisle County, August 31 (BPB); one at Green River Lake,
September 14 (DS, FS) and two below McAlpine Dam, September 24 (LR).
Black Terns were more numerous than usual: 40 at Hamlin Islands, Aug
ust 9 (MM, CP); 15 in Carlisle County, August 31 (BPB); 11 at Louis
ville, September 24 (LR); and four at FCRA, September 27 (JEl).
Owls through Woodpeckers — The sighting of the Bam Owl at Bur
lington, Boone County, September 12, was of interest since the species is
seldom seen (LMc). A Short-eared Owl was flushed from a weedy patch
at SWMA, October 9 (BPB, LR, D. Parker, D. Knopf, D. Ebel); and
another in southwestern Oldham County, November 16 (BPB). A Saw-whet
Owl was picked up on the roadside at High Grove, Nelson County, Novem
ber 11, by Jeff Andriot and subsequently brought to the Louisville Zoo. The
bird apparently had been temporarily stunned by a car and when it was
certain there was no injury it was taken to the Palmer-Ball Farm where
it was banded by the writer and released on November 16. A fairly good
Common Nighthawk migration occurred from August 23 to September 6
in central Kentucky with several flocks of 500-|- along 1-71 and Westport
Road (DN), about 500 over the Falls of the Ohio (JK), some 200 over
Science Hill, Pulaski County (JEl), at Louisville over the Outer Loop 150
(DS) and 105 at Berea (AR, TR). Late stragglers included one at Louis
ville on October 25 (BN) and one heard at Bowling Green, November 7
(BF). Two Chuck-will-widows were calling in Calloway County on the late
date'of September 9 (MM). Due to the mild fall some Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds remained until October 3 at Berea (AR) and at Fort
Mitchell, October 4 (EG); others had them at feeders, or flowers, late in
October (fide BPB). A hummingbird was present at a feeding station in
mid-November and reported without details as a Ruby-throated. All No
vember hummingbirds should be carefully identified since there is the
likelihood that late hummingbirds may be western strays. In recent years
vagrant Selasphorus birds have been critically identified and photographed
in adjacent states. The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker arrived later than usual
and was first observed at Louisville, October 6 (DN).
Swallows through Wrens — There were no large flocks of Purple
Martins this fall except for the lOO-f- in east Louisville, August 22 (DN);
twelve were still present September 20 at Lake #9 with a flock of 1500-
2000 Tree Swallows on September 20 (BPB). At least more than four
Northern Rough-winged Swallows were noted at Mayfield Creek and
Ky. Hwy. 121 on October 17 (CP). The report of an active colony of at
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least 12 nests of the Cliff Swallow on US-127 over Goose Creek in Casey
County from KYDFWS came too late for the Nesting Season Report, but
was noteworthy since it adds a new County to its breeding range in Ken
tucky. Twenty-five of the latter species were seen near Science Hill on
August 31, where they are seldom recorded in fall (JEl). Six Barn Swal
lows were rather late at Mayfield Creek, October 17, one also at Jonathan
Creek, October 19 (CP); an albino was noted at Science Hill on August 12
(JEl). A few Fish Crows were heard calling in a large flock of 75 crows
near Laketon, Carlisle County, August 31 and a few there on September
21 (BPB). The only Red-breasted Nuthatches reported were singles at
Fishing Creek Recreational Area, October 6 (JEl) and at Louisville, Oc
tober 18 (BPB). The two Bewick's Wrens in Hart County, October 15 were
the only ones reported (SK). Good numbers of Winter Wrens had arrived
at Clark Park, Louisville, October 6 and 13 (BS, DD). Four Sedge Wrens
were present at Reelfoot NWR, Fulton County, September 1, where they
were observed last season; two at SWMA, October 12; and one at Louisville,
October 18 (BPB). The only Marsh Wrens reported were the two to five
at SWMA between September 7 and October 19 (BPB and latter observa
tion with BBC).
Thrushes through Warblers — It was encouraging to see 35 Eastern
Bluebirds on the morning of September 27 on the Abell Farm, Oldham
County (BBC). Two flocks of American Robins totaling 200-1- birds were
noted flying southwest over east Louisville, August 26 (S). The peak count
of Water Pipits on the Surrey Hill Farm was 75 on November 10 (BPB).
Cedar Waxwings were scarce; a flock of 25 during the week of October 5
at Valley Station was the only one reported (DS). Loggerhead Shrikes
seemed to be increasing in Hart County (SK). Philadelphia Vireos lingered
quite late: one at Valley Station, October 2 (DS) and at Berea, October
10 (AR, TR). The warbler migration was rather drawn out, a few species
arrived in August, but there were no early dates with the exception of
the Nashville Warbler. There was a large bird kill at TV Tower WGRB,
Columbia, Adair County, October 10; fifteen species of warblers were
found on the ground (JEl). Several Blue and Golden-winged Warblers at
Creason Park, Louisville, October 10, established late state dates (DN, S.
Theiss, R. Lehman). A Brewster's hybrid was noted with Blue-winged on
the Surrey Hill Farm, August 24 (BPB). An Orange-crowned Warbler at
Valley Station, October 2 (DS) and one at Louisville, October 26 (BPB)
were the only ones reported. A Nashville at Surrey Hill Farm, August 24
was early (BPB) while one lingered at Berea, November 17, providing a
late date (AR, TR). A Northern Parula apparently "dazed, but unhurt,
was caught near the base of the WGRB-TV tower" and released at Science
Hill the following day (JEl). A Black-throated Blue Warbler was seen at
Berea, September 16-17 (AR). The Black-throated Gray Warbler, the rar
est bird of the season, was documented and photographed at Lexington
Cemetery, Fayette County, November 28-29 (BA). Among the records of
warblers tarrying later than usual, presumably Isecause of the mild fall,
were the following: a Yellow-throated Warbler at Berea, November 10-11
(AR, TR), a Bay-breasted in south-central Louisville, November 15 (RH),
a Kentucky Warbler at Glasgow, October 16 and 81 (RS) and a Wilson's
in Marshall County, November 30 (JR). A dead Blackpoll Warbler, prob
ably two days old, was found on the University of Louisville campus, Oc
tober 11, where it apparently hit the library window (BPB).
Sparrows through Grosbeaks — Two Sharp-tailed Sparrows were noted
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at SWMA, October 12 (BPB, DN, LR, C. Justis). Good numbers of Swamp
Sparrows arrived at SWMA where some 200-300 were present on October
12 (DN, BPB, C. Justis). A good migration of White-throated Sparrows
was noted at Clark Park, Louisville, October 6 when about 100 were seen
(BS). Rusty Blackbirds were late in arriving (DN) and first observed on
November 10 at Surrey Hill (BPB). A large blackbird roost was reported
in Fern Creek, Jefferson County with a count of 1,105,000 birds on No
vember 12. According to Dr. Hurt L. Monroe, Jr., who made the count, the
species percentages were: Starling 45%; Common Grackle 35%; Red-
winged 10%, and Brown-headed Cowbird 10%. On November 20 the roost
had decreased to 1,046,000 birds with 5% fewer Starlings,-5%more grackles
and no change in the percentages for the cowbird and red-wing, but a
trace of Rusty Blackbirds. Also noted were a pure albino Common Grackle
and a pure dilute Starling (BM).
Purple Finches were very scarce, but House Finches continued to
increase, particularly, at Science Hill (JEl), Bowling Green (HS) and at
Louisville (S). Evening Grosbeaks were practically absent with singles
noted only at Big Pond Sanctuary, October 18 (KC) and at Louisville,
November 25 (BPB, BM, S).
Contributors — Brad Andres (BA), Fred Busroe (FB), W. H. Brown
(WB), John Callahan (JC), Kathryn Clay (KC), Don Devitt (DD),
Jackie Elmore (JEl), Blaine Ferrell (BF), Michael Flynn (MF), Ed
Groneman (EG), James W. Hancock (JH), Richard Healy (RH), John
Krull (JK), Steve Kistler (SK), Lee McNeely (LMc), Michael Miller
(MM), Burt L. Monroe, Jr. (BM), Robert Morris (RM), Barry Nichols
(BN), Joan Noel (JN), Doxie Noonan (DN), Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.
(BPB), Jim Pasikowski (JP), Clell Peterson (CP), Lene Rauth (LR),
Arthur Ricketts (AR), Tina Ricketts (TR), John Robinson (JR), B.
Shannon (BS), Russell Starr (RS), Anne L. Stamm (S), F. W. Stamm
(FS), Donald Summerfield (DS), Charles Wilkins (CW).
— 9101 Spokane Way, Louisville 40222.
MID-WINTER BIRD COUNT
1986-1987
Reports of 20 counts were received from across the state. A total of
112 species was observed on count days, 102 of which are represented on
the table."Those species represented by a single bird observed only on one
count are not included on the table. These include: an immature Golden
Eagle (Land Between the Lakes), Green-backed Heron (Bernheim Forest),
House Wren, Palm Warbler and Vesper Sparrow (Louisville), Snow Bunt
ing (Shelbyville), Gray Catbird (Lexington), Bewick's Wren (Danville),
Common Barn Owl (Burlington) and a Ruffed Grouse (Perry County).
Twelve species were recorded on all counts and 14 species were noted only
on a single count. The additional sightings of a Chipping Sparrow (Louis
ville) and Northern Pintail (Shelbyville and Danville) during the count
period brought the species total to 114. There were seven fewer species this
year than last.
The consistently milder weather this winter may have accounted for
the reduced numbers of waterfowl and northern finch species. Waterfowl
numbers were down from last year, particularly the numbers of Canada
Geese (3,587 last year vs. 832 this year). Both the American Black Duck
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and Mallard were reduced in numbers. Purple Finches were present in the
lowest numbers in over ten years with only 203 sighted. Evening Grosbeaks
were also scarce. The mild weather may have also accounted for the number
of lingering summer residents, such as the Green-backed Heron, House
Wren, Gray Catbird, and Chipping Sparrow. The below average wild food
crop resulting from the summer drought was also cited as a reason for
reduced numbers on several counts.
Although not dramatic, several trends are interesting to note. Eastern
Bluebirds increased in numbers only slightly over last year. The House
Finch continued to increase in numbers, though not to the same extent as
last year's increase. In conjunction with the increase in House Finches it
is interesting to note the similar decrease in House Sparrow numbers; again,
not as significant as the decrease in numbers reported last year.
Thanks are sincerely extended to all participants, particularly those
who submitted verification forms on unusual sightings. Thanks are also
extended to participants that included comments of interest regarding
unusual weather conditions, habitat changes and sightings.
GALLOWAY COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center Douglas Cemetery.) Habitat 20% lake shore and streams, 20% de
ciduous and pine woods, 25% urban and residential and 35% pastures and
open fields. Jan. 3; 5:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Sky clear a.m. to partly cloudy
in p.m.; temp. 23''F to 41''F; wind SE, 1-4 m.p.h. 10 observers in 6 parties.
Total party-hours 48 (21 on foot, 27 by-car).-Total party-miles 326 (24.5
on foot, 301.5 by car). Total species 83; total individuals 7752.
The Black-crowned Night Herons (B.H.) were a good find, although
not so surprising since we do have a heronry about 12 miles east of our
area. The large mixed roost of vultures (about one-third Black) has ap
parently existed in the area for a number of years.
Observers: Happy Chambers (compiler), Joe Tom Erwin, Bob Head,
Diane Kurtz, Sally Leedom, Carl Mowery, Mike Miller, Clell Peterson and
Lawrence and LuAnn Philpot.
LAND BETWEEN THE LAKES (all points within a 15-mile dia
meter circle, center Pisgah Bay Picnic Ground.) Habitat lake and stream
shores 40%, deciduous and pine woods 22%, overgrown and cultivated
fields 28% and residential and small business 10%. Dec. 20: 5:45 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 27®F to 37°F; wind SW, 1-3 m.p.h. Other
weather comment: thin ice in bays, stock ponds and puddles frozen. 15
observers in 7 parties. Total party-hours 58.5 (36 on foot, 22.5 by car).
Total party-miles 663 (20.5 on foot, 642.5 by car). Total species 85; total
individuals 12,835.
The Starling roost at Kentucky Dam, in continuous existence since
1970, appears to be almost non-existent. The apparent number at this
roost this season is between 2000 (CP) and 3000 (BPB), a dramatic de
cline from the perhaps inflated estimate of 2 million in 1976 (CP). The
absence of unusual shorebirds found on the two previous mid-winter counts
is probably due to the unusual rise of the lakes in December which covered
most of the choice mud- and sandflats. While stopping waterfowl further
north, the mild weather may have held some species in this area. American
Coots were abundant on both lakes, and ten Common Loons (2 parties)
and 54 Great Blue Herons (4 out of 7 parties) were typical of the season.
The 29 Bald Eagles were excellent for the count. Bob Smith flew an aerial
survey on December 19, covering the entire LBL, and reported a total of
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88 Bald Eagles (no Golden Eagles) in both Kentucky and Tennessee,
divided into 55 adults and 33 immatures. The Golden Eagle was observed
by Ed Ray, an experienced birder: he saw the bird perching and in flight —
dark banded tail, white patches under elbows and beige gold wash on
head and shoulders.
Observers: Sharon Atherton^ Wally Brines, Happy Chambers, David
Chiles, Jack and Lorine Dodd, Joe Tom Erwin, Rick Hokans, Mike Miller,
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Clell Peterson (compiler), Lawrence and LuAnn
Philpot, Ed Ray and Stephen Washbum.
MARION (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Forest
Grove.) Habitat river, open cropland, brush and woods. Dee. 21; 5:30 a.m.
to 6:00 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 28®F to SST; wind NE, 0-5 m.p.h. Other
weather comment: heavy frost. 2 observers in 1 party. Total party-hours
11.5 (8.5 on foot, 3 by car). Total party-miles 25 (5 on foot, 20 by car).
Total species 37; total individuals 822.
Observers: C. L. Frazer (compiler) and Jim Frazer.
SORGHO (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Ky. 279
and Audubon Parkway.) Habitat meadows, small woodlands, large woods,
ditches, road sides and the Green and Ohio Rivers. Dec. 27; 8:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. Sky cloudy; temp. 30®F to 38®F; wind 5-8 m.p.h. Other weather
comments: very dense clouds — few birds were stirring. 12 observers in 4
parties. Total party-hours 78 (48 on foot, 30 by car). Total party-miles 92
(31 on foot, 61 by car). Total species 44; total individuals 4196.
Observers: Frances Bell, Tony Eaden, Joe Ford, Neil Hayden, Tommy
Hicks, John Humphrey, Eleanor lies, Ray lies, Terry Snell, Thomas Steven
son, Ed Wilson (compiler) and Elinor Wilson.
YELVINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
intersection of U.S. 60 and 405 at Maceo, Ky.) Habitat Ohio River Bot
toms, creek bottoms, farm fields, woods and feeders. Dec. 20; 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Sky overcast with occasional sun; temp. 35°F to 42®F; wind 0-10
m.p.h. 12 observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours 27 (20 on foot, 7 by
car). Total party-miles 37 (11 on foot, 26 by car). Total species 56; total
individuals 985. Seen in area during count period but not on count day:
Cooper's Hawk, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and Northern Harrier. Several
days before the count and the next day after the count, we found a great
abundance of Pine Siskins, but the day of the count only 10. The Winter
Wren was in the yard of Marvin and Maudie Ray.
This year we included in our count area the Yellow-creek County Park
at Thurston, Kentucky. This inclusion gave us some excellent habitat as
the park has a lake, creek bottoms and some massive trees.
Observers: Frances Bell, Johny Bonfordice, Mike Brown, Brenda
Eaden, Tony Eaden, Neil Hayden, Tom Hicks, John Humphrey, Joyce
Porter; A. L. Powell (compiler), Millie Powell, Marvin and Maudie Ray
(feeder and yard observation), Rose Ann Radzelovage and Terry Snell.
HANCOCK COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center Patesville.) Habitat woodland, open fields and creeks. Dec. 28; 7:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Sky overcast; temp. 32''F to 37®F; wind N, 0-5 m.p.h. 2
observers in 1 party. Total party-hours 6 (5 on foot, 1 by car). Total party-
miles 17 (5 on foot, 12 by car). Total species 25; total individuals 82.
A few days before we took the count a group of about 15 Bluebirds were
sighted.
Observers: Rose Ann (compiler) and Walter Radzelovage.
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BOWLING GREEN (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center Three Springs 6 miles south of Bowling Green. Habitet same as
the previous count. Dec. 20; 6:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Sky clear to partly
cloudy; temp. SO^F to 51®F; wind NNW, 0-3 m.p.h. 10 observers in 3
parties. Total party-hours 17 (13 on foot, 4 by ear). Total party-miles 99
(13 on foot, 86 by car). Total species 56; total individuals 9241. Seen during
the count period but not on count day: Red-breasted Nuthatch, Gray Cat
bird and Purple Finch.
The low species number may have been due to mild weather conditions.
Several species normally recorded (Red-breasted Nuthatch, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, Purple Finch and Fox Sparrow) have been observed in recent
days but not on the count day. House Finches are rapidly increasing in
number.
Observers: Donnie Bryant, Ronnie Bryant, Blaine Ferrell, Jeff Jones,
Wayne Mason, Bill Mathes, Simeon Pickard, H. E. Shadowen (compiler),
Allen Stickley, Jr. and Kathy Taylor.
MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK (center and habitat as des
cribed in 1980.) Dec. 21; 6:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sky fogg;y to partly cloudy;
temp. 19''F to 40''F; wind NW, 0-5 m.p.h. 5 observers in 3 parties. Total
party-hours 24 (8 on foot, 16 by car). Total party-miles 112 (14 on foot,
98 by car). Total species 44; total individuals 664.
Two parties observed the mature Bald Eagle perched in a snag upriver
from Houchen's Ferry. Wild Turkeys were observed both at the north and
south ends of the park.
Observers: Blaine Ferrell (compiler), Marquita Gillenwater, Jeff
Jones, Wayne Mason and Herb E. Shadowen.
GLASGOW (center and habitat as described in 1986.) Jan. 1; 6:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky overcast in a.m. to clear in p.m. Temp. 21°F to 37''F;
wind NW, 0-5 m.p.h. 8 observers in 7 parties. Total party-hours 52 (i2 on
foot, 40 by car). Total party-miles 123 (13 on foot, 110 by car). Total
species 62; total individuals 2919.
Waterfowl numbers were disappointingly low, and other (usually com
mon) species such as Turkey and Black Vultures, Brown Creepers, Com
mon Grackles and Brown-headed Cowbirds were either absent or present
in very low numbers. The increase in numbers of Carolina Wrens, Eastern
Bluebirds and sparrows is encouraging.
Observers: Mrs. Clifton Follis, Mrs. James Gillenwater, Mr. and Mrs.
Howard M. Jones, Wayne M. Mason (compiler), Mrs. Billie Moore and Dr.
and Mrs. Russell Starr.
HART COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
same as 1985.) Habitat pond and surrounding forest, farm fields, woodlots
and small towns. Dec. 30; 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky cloudy; Temp. 25°F
to 35°F; wind light. Other weather comment: occasional drizzle. 3 observers
in 1 party. Total party-hours 11 (9 on foot, 2 by car). Total party-miles
85 (10 on foot, 75 by car). Total species 40; total individuals 929.
The results of the count were received too late to be included on the
table. No unusual species were recorded. Fourteen bluebirds and 30 Purple
Finches are worth mentioning.
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OTTER CREEK PARK (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center as described in 1972). Habitat brushy fields 24%, woodlands 25%,
farmland 26%, hedge row 10%, residential 2% and rivers and ponds
13%. December 28; 7:15 a.m. to 6:15 p.m. Sky cloudy to clear in afternoon;
temp. 32°F to 37®F; wind NW, 0-6 m.p.h.
Only two species of ducks were recorded on the count. Hawks were
fairly well represented, with the American Kestrel in higher numbers than
on any previous count. Northern Flickers and Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers
were down in numbers, while Tufted Titmice and Carolina Wrens were
up in numbers from the past three years. American Robins, Cedar Wax-
wings and Yellow-rumped Warblers were unusually scarce. Juniper trees
were without berries and may have been a factor in the scarcity of wild
fruit-eating species. White-throated Sparrows showed a 51-plus percent
decrease over last year and Red-breasted Nuthatches hit an all-time high
on the count.
Observers: Mary B. Bauer, Smith Hundley, Frank Knill, Barry
Nichols, Doxie Noonan, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Martha Pike, Lene
Rauth, Anne Stamm (compiler), Frederick W. Stamm and Donald Summer-
field.
BERNHEIM FOREST (center and habitat as described in 1974.)
Jan. 1; 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky variable; temp. 25®P to SO^F; NW,
0-10 m.p.h. Most water frozen. 15 observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours
36.5 (18.5 on foot, 18 by car). Total party-miles 180 (12 on foot, 168 by
car). Total species 57; total individuals 4853.
Although weather conditions were excellent for the count, fewer ob
servers combined with an unusually dull season for a near record low for
the number of species. The count lacked noteworthy sightings with the
exception of the Green-backed Heron observed on Cox's Creek in Nelson
County. The bird was flushed from the stream and was well described
(Dunns, Johnson and Smith). As noted on other counts, numbers of robins,
waxwings and Yellow-rumped Warblers are unusually low this year. Red-
breasted Nuthatches and Pine Siskins were observed in good numbers.
Observers: Jane Bell, Pat Bell, George Crabtree, Rex and Marjorie
Dunn, Diane Ebel, Wendy Fidao, Marilyn Homan, Brian Johnson, Marion
Jones, Tim Love, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (compiler), Martha Pike,
Tony Smith and Larry Ysunza.
LOUISVILLE (all points within a 15-m:le diameter circle, center
jet. Hwys. 42 and 22, as described in 1972.) Habitat as described in 1972.
Dec. 21; 5:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky clear to cloudy; 20''F to 40®F; wind
variable, 0-5 m.p.h. Ponds mostly frozen. 33 observers in 11 parties. Total
party-hours 94 (53 on foot, 41 by car). Total party-miles 546 (43 on foot,
503 by car). Total species 83; total individuals 30,719.
Observers: Mary Bauer, Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Pat Berla, Don Black-
bum, K. W. Clay, Muriel Doolittle, Diane Ebel, D. L. Garst, Wayne Hinkle,
Marian Jones, Frank Krull, Jr., Frank Krull, Sr., John Krull, B. L. Mon
roe, Jr. (compiler), K. L. Mudd, Dottie Muntan, Barry Nichols, Doxie
Noonan, J. R. Noonan, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Donald Parker, Martha
Pike, Bob Quaife, Lene Rauth, Virginia Rommel, Carl Schultz, Anne Stamm,
F. W. Stamm, Donald Summerfield, Midge Susie, Stephen Washburn, Rob
ert Zaremba (Beckham Bird Club).
SHELBYVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
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.75 miles south of U.S. 60 and Guist Creek Lake on KY Highway 714.)
Habitat elevation 640' - 1190', farm land, fallow land, residential, wooded
and grassland. Jan. 3; 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky overcast until 4:00 p.m.
then partial cloudiness; temp. IS^F to SS'F; wind W-NW, 1-8 m.p.h. 2
observers in 1 party. Total party-hours 10 (0 on foot, 10 by car). Total
party-miles 160 (0 on foot, 160 by car). Total species 48; total individuals
2707.
Observers: W. Todd Brown and W. Horace Brown (compiler).
FRANKFORT (center as described in 1972.) Habitat as described
in 1977. Dec. 27, 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky cloudy; temp. 32°F to 35°F;
wind NE 7-10 m.p.h. No snow, all water open. 21 observers in 14 parties.
Total party-hours 71.5 (32.5 on foot, 39 by car). Total party-miles 477 (41
on foot, 436 by ear). Total species 55; total individuals 5640.
This is the lowest species count for Frankfort since the 1971-72 count,
though numbers of individuals were about average for common species.
The wild food crop is below average which may be a partial explanation.
Water birds were not to be found and hawks, other than the Red-tailed
and Kestrels, were absent. The most noticeable increases for our count are
House Finches and both Nuthatches continuing a trend of recent years.
Observers: "W. H. Brown, Stuart Butler, Rose Canon, Manton Cornett,
Peggey Durbin, James Durell, Margaret Frymire, Charles and Mary Gray-
son, Kristen, Pat and Scott Hankla, Virginia Honaker, Howard Jones
(compiler), Jeffrey Jones, Margaret LaFontaine, James Rettig, Ken and
Teresa Rollins, Jim Williams and Tim Williams.
KLEBBR WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (center and habitat
as described in 1977.) Jan. 3; 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky cloudy to partly
cloudy; temp. 25®F to SG'F; wind SW, 5-7 m.p.h. Water partially frozen, .5
inches of snow on the ground early. 8 observers in 4 parties. Total party-
hours 26 (15.5 on foot, 10.5 by car). Total party-miles 162 (15 on foot,
147 by car). Total species 44; total individuals 1628.
Waterbirds were not to be found and several common species were
absent. The wild food crop was poor for this area with low counts for
American Robins, Cedar Waxwings and Purple Finches. The House Finch,
a female, was found by Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. and Diane Ebel, and
is the first reported for the Owen County area on our count.
Observers: Peggy Durbin, James Durell, Diane Ebel, Howard Jones
(compiler), Margaret LaFontaine, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Audra
Thompson and Jim Williams.
LEXINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center East
Hickman and Tates Creek Road.) Habitat as described in 1972. Dec. 20;
6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky clear; temp. IQ-F to 32®F; wind N, 5-6 m.p.h.
32 observers in 7 parties. Total party-hours 58 (20 on foot, 38 by car).
Total party-miles 286 (26 on foot, 260 by ear). Total species 75; total in
dividuals 6614.
Seems like the drought and weather have reduced the food supply
here and consequently the number of birds is way down. Our crow roost
was outside the count area this year.
Observers: Brad Andres, Richard Barbee, Earl Boggs, Ann Bradley,
Eugene Bradly, Rose Canon, Manton Cornett, Ruth Davis, Ron Duncan,
Jean Flynn, Mike Plynn, Johnathan Glixon, Terry Koontz, Betty Maxson,
Sarah McClellan, Bob McNeece, Robert Morris (compiler), Rosemary Petty,
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Tom Rae, Glenn Raliegh, Jerry Reece, Philippe Rocca, Lewis Shain, Jo
Stofer, Marie Sutton, Andy Uterhart, Marion Uterhart, Sally Wasielewski,
Tim Williams, Jim Wilson, Bernice Woods and Jim Wood.
DANVILLE (all points within a 15-miIe diameter circle, center Boyle
County Courthouse.) Habitat 10.75% residential, 6.25% lakesides, 14%
woodland, 56.25% farmland, 10.25% streamsides and 2.5% parks. Dec. 20;
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 25°F to 50°F; wind 0 m.p.h. Un
seasonably nice and warm. 22 observers in 8 parties. Total party-hours 55.7
(16.25 on foot, 39.45 by car). Total party-miles 506 (19.5 on foot, 486.5 by
car). Total species 57; total individuals 30,741.
Observers: Chauncey Alcoek, Ron Barbato, Molly Caldwell, Neil (com
piler) and Virginia Eklund, Mrs. Tom Foster, Tobin Foster, John Gower,
Mike Hamm, Edna Heck, Morton Hoaglund, J. W. Kemper, F. W. Loetscher,
Eric Mount, Jack Newton, John B. Nichols, Rob Pendygraft, Les Reid, Joe
and Lee Russell, Charles Vahlkamp and Greg Wagner.
BURLINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
at Camp Michaelsnear Union, Kentucky.) Habitat woodland and forest edge
40%, farmland 25%, streams, lakes and river 25% and residential 10%. Dec.
27; 6:45 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky overcast; temp. BO-F to 33°F; wind SW, 0-8
m.p.h. Most water was open. 14 observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours
30.7 (15 on foot, 15.7 by car). Total party-miles 291 (9 on foot, 282 by
car). Total species 48; total individuals 2888.
A mild winter leading up to the count date contributed to few unusual
sightings. The Common Barn Owl at East Bend was the day's best find.
Waterfowl and gulls were particularly scarce, but the 12 Great Blue Herons
were a high count.
Observers: Brenda Bellamy, Vivian Brun, Joe Caminiti, Kathy Cam-
initi, Elaine Carroll, Joanne Conradi, Stan Hirtle, Carolyn Johnson, John
Johnson, Gerri Kennedy, Lee McNeely (compiler), George Schoen, Tommy
Stephens and Bill Steuver. Feeder watchers were Marjorie Hill, Ed Kenne
dy, Lynda McNeely, Carmen Schulte and Carolyn VanHuss.
PERRY COUNTY (all points within a 16-miIe diameter circle, center
Bonnyman, Kentucky.) Habitat deciduous woodlands,- field, reclaimed strip
mine land, woodland edge and small ponds. Dec. 23; 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sky cloudy, light rain in p.m.; 40''F to SO'F; wind calm. 1 observer in 1
party. Total party-hours 10 (9 on foot, 1 by car). Total party-miles 30.
Total species 39; total individuals 255.
Barn Owls were essentially absent from the area as were Great Horned
Owls. Very few birds were to be found on recently mined land. More birds
return to mined land after several years pass and plant diversity (i.e.,
weeds with seeds and berry producing plants) improves and, I suppose,
some topsoil regenerates.
Observer: Don Spencer (compiler).
WEST LIBERTY: (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
55' N; 83 15'W.) Habitat woods, open fields, river bottoms. Jan. 1; 7:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky cloudy; temp. 33''F to 38®F; wind NE, 10 m.p.h.
Snow mixed with rain. 3 observers in 1 party. Total party-hours 10 (6 on
foot, 4 by car). Total party-miles 16 (4 on foot, 14 by car). Total species
40; total individuals 1036. Water was open.
Observers: Garry Lee Elam (compiler), Mary K. Elam and Francis
Peyton. One observer was at home at a feeder.
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BOOK REVIEW
THE MIGRATIONS OF HAWKS, by Donald S. Heintzelman. Indiana
University Press, Bloomington and Indianapolis, 1986; pp. xiv & 370; 17
figs., 5 maps; $35.00.
As the author states in the preface, this book is basically a second
edition of his 1975 "Autumn Hawk Flights." Though updated and broad
ened to include spring flights, the new edition contains about 15 fewer
pages and only one photograph (on the dust jacket) vs. 88 before.
The price seems high and the title misleading. A reader expecting
information on the spectacular raptor migrations over such well known
focal points as Fasterbo or the Bosphorus, for example, will be disappointed,
because Heintzelman strictly limits himself to the western hemisphere.
Except for a few pages on Central America and the West Indies, coverage
is virtually restricted to Canada and the U.S. with particular emphasis on
our northeastern states where so much research on hawk migration has
been carried on, a large amount of it by the author himself.
The text has four main divisions. Part I ("History and Field Study
Methods") features migration seasons, and speed and distance of migra
tion. I was interested to read that a radio-tagged Peregrine was tracked
from Wisconsin to Mexico continuously for 20 days, and that another Pere
grine banded as a nestling in Canada's Northwest Territories was killed
only 174 days later in Argentina — about 9000 miles away, having averaged
over 51 miles per day!
Part II ("The Hawk Lookouts") is a detailed 170-page roster of
selected sites from Alaska to Panama from which migrating hawks have
been reported. Here Heintzelman's knowledge of pertinent literature is
most evident. For example, the Kentucky section details flights at 16 sites
and mentions about 20 persons who have published on them. As a rule,
each sighting is followed by the observer's name and date of publication.
Duly amplified, these are brought together in the 62-page Literature Cited
appendix, a meticulously prepared and impressive compilation.
Many readers will find Part III ("Hawk Migrations and Weather
Conditions") especially stimulating. Some of the factors briefly treated
are: wind directions and velocity, cloud cover, temperature, barometric
pressure, and deflective updrafts. The chapter on thermals I found par
ticularly instructive thanks to two clear diagrams. Heintzelman has as
sembled many data on the heights at which hawks migrate — from the
more usual two to three thousand feet up exceptionally to over 20,000!
Hawk watchers in autumn have often noticed a marked decrease of mi
grants around mid-day. Heintzelman and others believe these "noon lulls"
result from thermals carrying the raptors up too high to be visible from
the ground.
Part IV ("Migration Routes, Geography, and Hawk Counts") includes
information on age classes, broad-front migrations, diversion-lines, and
abandonment of flight-lines. As a possible (or probable) example of the
last-named, Heintzelman believes it likely that ancestors of the Broad-
winged Hawks now resident on certain islands in the West Indies "became
trapped there and could not leave easily because of their dependency upon
thermal soaring. Eventually they evolved into the various subspecies now
found there."
The final chapter underlines the difficulties of assessing widespread
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population trends in hawks simply by counting migrants at a relatively
few lookouts.
Though Mr. Heintzelman is a prolific author, he has not rushed this
book into print. It is well written, well indexed, and almost free of errors
throughout. Within his self-imposed geographic limits he has given us a
first-rate account of this fascinating subject. Omitted, however, is any
mention of whether or not hawks rely extensively on fat reserves for their
migrations. . . . .
— Frederick W.'Loetscher; Jr., 2064 Cardinal Dr., Dahyille, Kentucky 40422.
FIELD NOTE
_• SAW-WHET dWL EV GRAYSON epUNTY
On Noveriiber-9,; 1986,'at the side of the pavement" along Highway 79,
one-half mile south of'the intersection-of Highways 79 and-54 in the com-
.munity-of-Short "Creek," I found-a small dead owl.-After comparing the
specimen-with-pictures in-the'field guide, "I concluded that it was a mature
Saw-whet-Owl.-Don -Borman of the Owensboro Area Museum staff substan-
tiated-the identification. The bird was-turned over to the museum for their
•collection. . : - - - " • * •
In a lifetime of exploring the out-of-doors this is my sec<)nd encounter
'with the: Saw-whet Owl. Df. Robert'Mengel (Birds of Kentucky, Orriitholo-
••gical'Mono'graph'#3,~A:Oitr;) comments'on'the'infre'quency of.Mghtirigs' of
.the Saw-wHet:Owl in" Kentucky." The Saw-whet Owl has" been" reported ih
' Jeffe'rsoh" County in 1983 '(Ky.~Warbler, 61)'."Alsb"mentioned in this report
was tiie small'riiimbef of-records'of'the Saw-whets'ih Kentucky. ' "
— Joyce L. Porter, P.O. ^x. 55, Falls of-the Rough,. Kentucky. .
NEWS AND VIEWS
K.O.S. SPRING MEETING
The Kentucky Ornithological Society will liold its annual spring meet
ing at Cumberland Falls State Park on April 24-26. Please mark your
calendars, make reservations early and keep your fingers crossed for a
good spring warbler migration.
